At Freedom in Education, our mission goes beyond just setting high standards for what students learn—we're
committed to making sure it's taught in ways that truly work. While strong curriculum and content are essential
foundations, theyre only effective when delivered with clarity, purpose, and proven instructional strategies. A
well-designed lesson loses its impact if it's not taught in a way that all students can understand. That's why we're
focused on both the what and the how of teaching—ensuring instruction is research-based, results-driven, and
designed to meet the needs of every child.

As recent NAEP results clearly show, students across the nation are not proficient in reading, a reality that calls for
urgent attention to how reading is being taught in our schools. One contributing factor that's come under
increasing scrutiny is the continued use of the three-cueing method. While once a popular strategy in many
classrooms, this approach often encourages students to guess words based on pictures or context rather than
sound-letter relationships. In the face of declining reading scores, it's critical to examine whether instructional
methods like 3-cueing are truly serving our students, or holding them back.

What is the 3-Cueing Method of Instruction?

The 3-cueing method is a widely recognized approach in reading instruction that encourages students to draw on
three types of cues to make meaning from text: semantic (meaning), syntactic (sentence structure), and
graphophonic (visual/letter-sound relationships). This method helps young readers develop a balanced strategy
for decoding unfamiliar words by prompting them to consider the context, sentence structure, and letter-sound
patterns as they read. For example, if a child encounters the word "horse," they might use picture clues (semantic),
recognize it fits grammatically in the sentence (syntactic), and connect the letters and sounds (graphophonic) to
determine the word accurately.

While the 3-cueing method has been a foundational element in many balanced literacy programs, recent research
has prompted renewed discussions about its effectiveness. Critics argue that over-reliance on context clues can
lead to guessing rather than accurate decoding, and many literacy experts now advocate for a stronger emphasis
on systematic phonics instruction.

When Might You See 3-Cueing in Your Child’s School?

You might encounter the 3-cueing method in your child’s school during early reading instruction, especially in
kindergarten through second grade. It often appears during small group reading sessions or guided reading,
where children are encouraged to figure out unfamiliar words by using context clues, pictures, sentence structure,
and beginning letter sounds. If a teacher prompts your child with questions like, “What would make sense here2”
or “Does that sound right2” or “Look at the first letter—what word could that be2” they are likely using elements of
the 3-cueing approach

You may also notice it in take-home reading materials or leveled books that include predictable text and
supportive illustrations. These materials are designed to help children use multiple strategies to decode words and
comprehend meaning. While many educators are now shifting toward more explicit phonics-based instruction,
especially in light of the “science of reading” movement, the 3-cueing method may still be part of classroom
practice as students build fluency and confidence in their reading journey.
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Has Your State Banned or Limited Three-Cueing?

As of May 2025, at least 14 U.S. states have enacted legislation to limit or ban the use of the three-cueing method
in reading instruction. This shift reflects a growing consensus among educators and policymakers favoring
evidence-based approaches, particularly those aligned with the "science of reading," which emphasizes systematic
phonics instruction. Here is a list of states that have taken legislative or administrative action against the
three-cueing method:

Arkansas - First state to ban three-cueing in 2021.
Louisiana - Implemented a ban in 2022.

Florida, Indiana, North Carolina, Ohio, South Carolina, Texas, West Virginia, Wisconsin - All
enacted bans in 2023.

Virginia - Initially rejected cueing-based programs administratively before codifying the ban into law in 2024.
Alabama - Passed legislation banning three-cueing in 2024.

Kansas, Minnesota - Enacted bans on three cueing as of October 2023.

Mississippi — Banned the use of three-cueing methods in reading instruction in grades 4-8.

Oklahoma - Legislation prohibiting the three-cueing system is nearing final passage, with provisions set to take
effect in the 2025-2026 school year.

Georgia - Passed legislation in 2025 that prevents using the three-cueing instruction as the primary means of
providing literacy instruction, and requires the Professional Standards Commission to adopt rules to require that the
content standards align with the science of reading for core curricula for state-approved educator preparation
programs.

These legislative actions often accompany broader educational reforms, including mandates for teacher training in
phonics-based methods and the adoption of curricula aligned with the science of reading. The movement gained
momentum following increased scrutiny of the three-cueing approach, particularly after investigative reports
highlighted its shortcomings and the subsequent decline in reading proficiency among students.

For instance, Indiana's new law gives schools until the 2024-25 school year to adopt curricula aligned with the
science of reading and bans methods based on three-cueing. Similarly, Ohio's budget bill stipulates that by the
2024-25 school year, all schools must use state-approved reading programs, prohibiting any materials that
employ the three-cueing method. The trend underscores a national shift towards evidence-based reading
instruction, aiming to improve literacy outcomes by emphasizing phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension.

At Freedom in Education, we stand firmly with the shift toward proven, science-backed approaches to teaching
reading. Our work is centered on ensuring that both the content and the methods used in classrooms are aligned
with what actually helps students succeed. By supporting policies and practices that emphasize effective,
research-based instruction, we're working to ensure that every child has the tools they need to become confident,
capable readers.
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Carpool Talk Podcast — Real talk for real parents!
Hosted by two moms on a mission, Carpool Talk breaks down what's really going on in K- 12 education—from
confusing curriculum changes to test scores that dont add up. No jargon, no fluff—just honest, parent-to-parent

conversation to help you make sense of your child’s education.

Tune in and ride along as we unpack the good, the bad, and the totally confusing world of education!
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Your voice matters—and it can help shape the future of education! We're inviting parents
and teachers to take a quick, 3-minute survey to share your thoughts on what's working
(and what's not) in today's classrooms. As a thank you, you'll be entered for a chance to win
a $50 Amazon gift card. Your input helps us advocate for real, common-sense solutions
that support students, teachers, and families. Let's make education better together!

SURVEY ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 31ST TO QUALIFY FOR DRAWING!

PARENT SURVEY

TEACHER SURVEY


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeI_-9FMaLrc0o8tgITEJCagzPbdarLRtsEYxXkSd1ll-iy5g/viewform
https://forms.gle/hmgKdm9Y1KrR1WZL9
https://freedomined.org/news-room/breaking-the-reading-rut-how-one-parent-helped-her-child-fall-in-love-with-reading-again/
https://freedomined.org/news-room/founders-podcast-ft-kim-lockhart-on-the-science-of-reading-s2-e2/

Freedom in Education is actively seeking Ambassadors across Americal
Ambassadors could be parents, teachers, or community members who share our vision and mission.
Our team will train, mentor, and support Ambassadors to champion the solutions we have created and
endorsed to enhance K-12 education for all children. You can learn more about the solutions we
champion at freedomined.org under the SOLUTIONS tab.
Help us bring FREEDOM to all states!

GET INVOLVED!

To date Freedom in Education has gifted over 1,200 books to more than 112 schools in
24 states, impacting 70,000+ students, enriching classroom libraries and media centers
with wholesome, thought-provoking literature. We invite you to participate by donating to our
Good Book Drive or volunteering with Freedom in Education to spread the word in your own
community. Your donation, no matter the size, will contribute to the success of our book drive and
bring the gift of reading wholesome books to even more schools across America.

GOOD BOOK DRIVE

Your financial investment benefits:

Rigorous K-12 Academic Standards and Framework Development
K-12 Franklin Science Standards

K-12 Archimedes Math Standards

Content-Rich K-12 Lesson Plans and Professional Development
Parental Resources and Support

Freedom of Information Requests (Open Records)

Teacher Coalition and Engagement

INVEST IN FREEDOM!
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Freedom in Education is a 501(c)(3), 501 (h) non-profit organization. We rely on donations to fund our mission,
expand our reach and offer viable solutions to all communities. Your contribution is fully tax-deductible in the USA.
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