
Building Better 
Relationships 
with Parents



Miranda Stovall is the Director of Community Engagement and a Co-Founder 
of Freedom in Education, where she works closely with parents, educators, and 
local communities to foster strong partnerships in support of high-quality K–12 
education. A dedicated wife and mother of four, Miranda brings passion and 
experience to her role, having served as a grassroots leader and advocate for 
education in Kentucky for over four years.

Through her leadership, Miranda has helped equip families and communities 
with tools to navigate and improve local education systems. She played a key 
role in statewide efforts to improve transparency and accountability in schools 
and has contributed to initiatives to strengthen the learning environment for all 
students. Today, Miranda continues to engage with communities across the 
state, empowering stakeholders to advocate for excellence and ensuring that 
every child has access to an education that supports their full potential.

Miranda Stovall
Director of Community Engagement

Julie Collier left California for Texas, and currently lives in the Great State of 
Oklahoma. She is a wife, a mom of two amazing and accomplished young 
men, public school teacher, plus a longtime and relentless advocate for 
parents’ and students’ rights in education. Julie started her career in 
education 26 years ago as a teacher in California. 

She became an advocate for students and parents while witnessing the 
failure of education for her own children. This led her to start a nonprofit 
called Parents Advocate League where she testified and lobbied in 
Sacramento in direct opposition to the California Teachers Association. She 
is a charter school founding member and homeschool mom. She created the 
political consulting firm American Education Advocates helping candidates 
and organizations with messaging and social media encouraging fellow 
moms to "Vote Like a Mother." She is the author of the upcoming book, We 
Have Nothing to Offer Your Child. 
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KNOW THE ROLES

parent teacher
• Children’s first and most 

important teachers

• Final decision makers

• Voice is vital to education 
reform

 
• fundamental right to guide 

the upbringing of their 
children

• Partner with parents to 
ensure students are learning 

• First line of defense in the 
classroom against bad 

policies

• extra support and resources 
to help students at home

• concerns?  don’t forget you 
are a mandatory reporter! 



HOW TO UNITE

Use your 
voice courage 
is contagious! 

Stay involved 
with school 

board policies, 
state legislation, 

and attend 
school board 

meetings 

Discuss 
expectations 
with teachers

Listen to the 
advice given 
by teachers 

Volunteer 
in the 

classroom 
Ask 

questions 

parents



HOW TO UNITE
TEACHERS

Ask 
questions 

Regular meaningful 
communication 

Be  transparent with 
all learning materials 

Attend school 
board meetings

Meet with like-minded 
parents and teachers 

outside of the classroom

Utilize parents to be 
a voice for issues 
in the classroom

Use your voice,
courage is 

contagious!

Run for office. 
Read that again.



Students                     when parents and teachers collaborate well!thrive



COMMUNICATION

• Connect with your child's teacher early in the school year (before issues arise)

• Make your preferred contact info easily available 

• Take time to learn or ask questions about education policies at the district and 
state levels

• Ask questions about reading and math proficiency to better understand what your 
child may need 

parents



COMMUNICATION
• Explain the process of discipline to parents and the steps that 
   your school and district require

▪ Contact the parent with discipline issues
▪ Send notes of praise home 

• Explain the state standards to parents and where students 
 need to be at the end of the school year

• Discuss how policies at the state and local levels dictate what happens in the 
classroom

• Provide a weekly agenda for each school day on your classroom notification system

• Provide examples of how parents can help their child in your class
▪ Be on time to class with required supplies
▪ Review and discuss assignments for the week

• Let your students know that you have open communication with their parents

TEACHERS



Unlock the tools to make teaching 
easier and more impactful—
all in one convenient place! 

COALITION WEBSITE
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miranda.stovall@freedomined.org

julieedadvocate@gmail.com
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THANK YOU!


